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Féi le an Earraigh 2007 
We will have a less demanding part to play in this year’s Féile an Earraigh.  Junior members will be taking part in 
the Busking Festival again this year, so we will need a good number of Junior members to be available on Saturday 
February 10th from 12:00pm until 1:30pm.  Full details will be emailed shortly – many thanks in advance. 

 
Child Protection Training Day 
The very important Child Protection training day is taking place on Saturday February 24th in An Chultúrlann.  21 
LLTMS Senior musicians, committee members and parents have enrolled for the course.  Please note that as there 
will be 8 other people joining us for the day, no further places are available this time.  Some members have 
contacted us expressing an interest in doing the course but are unavailable on February 24th.  These members 
MUST make their own arrangements to have appropriate training as we can no longer offer school tuition to 
anyone who does not hold a recognised Child Protection training certificate.  Those members attending the course 
on February 24th should be at An Chultúrlann by 9:20am. 

 

10th ANNIVERSARY EVENTS CONTINUE 
 

The LLTMS is presenting a special 10th Anniversary dinner  on Friday March 30th 2007, in The Beechlawn 
Hotel in Dunmurry.  There has already been considerable interest in this event, which is open to members of all 
ages, and tickets will be on sale from Monday February 5th.  The cost of a ticket will be £20.00 per person, and 
unfortunately it is not possible for us to offer a reduction for children.  Members will be served a three-course 
meal and menu options will be circulated shortly by email.  Tickets will be available from Patrick Davey and from 
all committee members at LLTMS events during February and March.  There will be a disco after the meal for the 
younger (and not-so-younger) members.  This promises to be a great evening and we would encourage all 
members to attend.  Members are welcome to bring friends along but please note that ALL under-14s MUST be 
under the supervision of an adult attending the dinner.  Reserve your tickets in advance by emailing Bronagh on 
info@lochlao.com  LLTMS musicians will NOT have to perform at this event – you deserve a night off! 
 
Continuing with our series of 10th Anniversary events, we are pleased to present a number of guest 
lecture/recitals during the coming months.  On Monday February 12th, master flutemaker Hammy Hamilton 
will be our guest in St. Gall’s for a fascinating insight into the fine art of flutemaking.  Most of the flutes played by 
LLTMS members were made by Hammy so this unique event offers a rare opportunity to find out more about how 
the flutes were made.  The lecture/recital starts at 8:00pm sharp and afterwards Hammy will be taking part in 
our weekly Senior session.  This not-to-be-missed event is open to all members and is FREE of charge.  Looking 
ahead to Monday March 26th, legendary piper and musicologist Tomás Ó Canaínn will be our special guest, 
when, in his own distinctively entertaining style, he will recount his fascinating and extremely eventful life as a 
musician, composer, poet, singer, storyteller and university lecturer in engineering!  This is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to experience at first hand one of the great figures of traditional Irish music.  Further similar events 
are planned for the remainder of the year so keep an eye on the website! 
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Monday 5th 
St. Gall's GAC 
9:15 – 11:00pm 
Senior Session 

 
Saturday 10th 

12:00pm – 1:30pm 
FŽile an Earraigh 
Busking Carnival 

Juniors Only 
 

Monday 12th 
8:00pm 

St. Gall's GAC 
Guest Lecture 
with  Hammy 

Hamilton 
9:15 – 11:00pm 
Senior Session 

 
Monday 19th 

9:15 – 11:00pm 
St. Gall's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
Friday 23rd 

7:15 – 9:00pm 
An Chultúrlann 
Family Session 

 
Saturday 24th 

9:30am-5:00pm 
An Chultúrlann 
Child Protection 

Training Day 
 

Sunday 25th 
Meet 10:30am 
St. Michael's 

Church 
Playing at Mass 

 
Monday 26th 

9:15 – 11:00pm 
St. Gall's GAC 
Senior Session 
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Annual Membership 
LLTMS annual membership is now due, 
priced as follows: Junior Member (aged 
under 18): £5.00; Senior Member (aged 18 
or over): £8.00; Family Membership: £15.00.  
We have been a bit slow to get the forms out 
to you this year so our apologies for that! 
Forms may be downloaded from the website: 
http://www.lochlao.com/joinusa.html 
Please print the relevant form (please note 
that each form has TWO pages)  and return 
with payment to Patrick Davey (at the 
address on the form) as soon as possible.   

 

 

 
St . Patrick’s Day Events 
We’re getting ready for a typically busy March 17th, which this year falls on a Saturday. 
 
(1) We have been invited to provide the music for a special Irish Mass in St. Michael’s Church at 10:45am.  We 
would like to invite new players, particularly Juniors, to join the regular team for this special Mass.  All musicians 
are asked to meet at St. Michael’s at 10:15am. 
(2) We are making a return visit to The Downpatrick Railway Museum, to provide traditional music onboard 
their vintage steam trains and in the main station.  We’ll be playing on the 2:20pm departure from Downpatrick 
and on all trains thereafter, finishing by 6:00pm.  This was a highly enjoyable and very unique event last year so 
please do come along and join in, and remember that the railway museum provides a good day out for all the 
family!  This event would be suitable for all available musicians – meet at Downpatrick Railway station (follow 
brown tourist signs) at 2:00pm. 
(3) Our good friend Éamonn Ó Faogáin has invited us to perform in a special St. Patrick’s Night concert in An 
Chultúrlann.  A small group of Intermediates and Senior musicians will be needed for this event, which will 
involve a short 15-minute set and also possibly playing for dancers. 
 
PLEASE email your availability for these events to info@lochlao.com as soon as possible as we need to start making 
the necessary arrangements soon. 

 

 
LLTMS AGM 
There was a very good turnout at the recent LLTMS AGM.  At 
the meeting, all the current committee members were returned 
for service for a further year and the committee was also 
enlarged to take onboard a wider range of talents and fresh 
ideas.  The new committee members are Margaret Burns and 
Bernard Fisher, and we welcome both Margaret and Bernard to 
the team and look forward to their contributions to the LLTMS.  
Also at the meeting, LLTMS Chairman Mr. Gerry Gorman gave a 
detailed round-up of the past year and thanked the many people 
who made the year a particularly busy and productive one.  The 
AGM was followed by the first Senior session of the year.  Many 
thanks to everyone who attended the AGM. 

 

 
Fleadh Competit ions 2007 
There has been enough interest in the Fleadh for us to be able to consider entering a 12-15 group for the Fleadh, 
and possibly an Under-12 group too.  A number of Senior musicians have very generously offered to assist with 
this and we would like to express our gratitude to these Seniors.  We will shortly be in touch with everyone who 
has expressed and interest and it is possible that we could start preparations on Monday February 5th in St. Gall’s.  
The exact times for the rehearsal(s) are still to be decided upon but the 12-15 rehearsal will most likely begin at 
8:15pm, which will allow any musicians who wish to stay on for the Senior session to do so.   


