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 Social Event for  Younger Members 
There has been surprisingly little interest in the 
proposed social event for Junior & Intermediate 
members which we hoped to run this Thursday 
January 4th…….?  No doubt with the seasonal 
festivities it slipped members’ minds so we’ll put it on 
hold until a later date.  Please remember that we need 
you to email us with your availability for dates that we 
propose!  Also please email your suggestions for the 
format of the social event.  Bowling & Pizza Hut 
worked well last year!  Please email your suggestions 
and ideas to Bronagh on info@lochlao.com 
 

10th ANNIVERSARY CONCERT SUCCESS 
 
The LLTMS 10th anniversary Christmas Concert took place in St. Mary’s CBGS on Sunday December 
17th 2006, and it was a fitting climax to yet another very busy year.  Over one hundred performers 
entertained a capacity audience with music, song and dance (not forgetting Patrick’s jokes!) and all 
agreed that it was our biggest and best event ever.  Over 70 LLTMS musicians performed during the 
first half of the concert, including many new players who were performing in public for the first 
time.  The LLTMS musicians were accompanied once again on guitar by our good friend Gerry 
O’Neill who continues to give generously of his time to assist the LLTMS.  During the second half we 
were delighted to welcome special guests including the harpers from The East Antrim Traditional 
Music School and The Norney School of Dancing.  We have enjoyed a strong and productive 
relationship with the Norney dancers and we look forward to developing this further in the future.  
Top local band Craobh Rua finished the concert off for us and in a spectacular finale, LLTMS 
Intermediate and Senior musicians returned to join with Craobh Rua and the dancers for the final 
item of the concert.  We would like to thank our special guests for their contributions and also St. 
Mary’s CBGS for their hospitality.  Very special thanks are due to the many Loch Lao parents who 
helped us behind the scenes, as their efforts ensured the smooth-running of the whole evening. .  
Check the LLTMS website for some excellent photos taken during the concert, courtesy of Gary 
Johnson and Michael McCullagh. 
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Monday 8th 
St. Gall's GAC 
8:00pm AGM 

ALL MEMBERS 
ASKED TO 

ATTEND 
9:15 Ð 11:00pm 
Senior Session 

 
 
 

Monday 15th 
9:15 Ð 11:00pm 
St. Gall's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
 
 

Monday 22nd 
9:15 Ð 11:00pm 
St. Gall's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
 
 

Friday 26th 
7:15 Ð 9:00pm 

An Chultœrlann 
Family Session 

 
 
 

Sunday 28th 
Meet 10:30am 
St. Michael's 

Church 
Playing at Mass 

 
 
 

Monday 29th 
9:15 Ð 11:00pm 
St. Gall's GAC 
Senior Session 
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Issue No.  15, January 2007 

Grade Exams 
Just a reminder that the closing date for the next 
Grade Exam session (Spring 2007) is Thursday 
February 1st.  Patrick Davey runs his own private 
examination centre and interested teachers or 
individual candidates should contact Patrick directly 
on p.davey@mac.com for further details.  Patrick will 
provide entry forms and advice on their completion, 
and these must be returned to him along with full 
payment no later than Friday January 26th 2007.  
Teachers are responsible for completing their own 
entry forms and returning same by this date. 
 

LLTMS AGM 
The LLTMS AGM will be the first event of 2007, and will take place on Monday January 8th at 8:00pm in St. Gall’s.  
This is an essential event in the calendar of a group such as ours, which offers an opportunity for members to 
make their views known and make suggestions for future developments.  We also need to elect a new committee 
and attend to any other administrative changes which may be necessary.  We would ask all members to attend the 
AGM and don’t forget that the meeting will be followed by the first Senior session of the year. 
 
Child Protection Training 
The N&W Belfast HSS Trust is currently working to find a suitable date for our Child Protection training.  They are 
trying to find a date that suits both ourselves and another group and it will probably now be taking place on a 
Saturday during February. 
 
Fleadh Competit ions 2007 
We are proposing to begin work shortly on the preparation of a number of groups for entry to this year’s Fleadh 
competitions.  This will be discussed at the AGM on Monday January 8th and we would ask that all interested 
musicians & their parents attend.  Patrick is confident that we could field groups for the Under-12, 12-15 and 
15-18 competitions, and possibly the Over-18 competition too. 

 
Bereavement 
We offer our sympathies to Geordie Barnes and his 
family on the sad occasion of the passing of Geordie’s 
Father George.  May he rest in peace. 
 

A New Year  Dawns! 
The LLTMS committee would like to wish all members 
and their families every possible success for the 
coming year. 

 

A Very Busy 2006!! 
Yet again the past year has been a busy one for the LLTMS.  As well as our regular programme of sessions and 
other community performances, members again travelled to give concerts in new and exciting venues.  The start 
of the year saw the production of our second CD ‘The Loch Lao Story’ and in February we performed items from 
the CD at a concert in Ballycastle which was also a fundraiser for a school in the town.  March was a busy month 
with members taking part in many Féile an Earraigh events including the magnificent Seán Maguire memorial 
concert.  On St. Patrick’s Day a group of Intermediate & Senior players gave a performance in possibly the most 
unique venue ever, a steam train in Downpatrick.  The CD was officially launched at a major concert in La Salle 
school in April, a concert which also helped raise funds for the school’s humanitarian work in Ethiopia.  During 
June we joined with Cór Loch Lao to give a special joint concert in An Chultúrlann, which was also a first for us.  
Members also had a busy summer, with younger players contributing to many Féile an Phobail events and Senior 
players travelling to France for the fourth successive year.  This trip was again organised by Joe Mulhern and was 
a tremendous success, with the musicians earning themselves much international respect as well as invitations to 
perform elsewhere in Europe in the future.  October saw the first ever LLTMS prize night, with members who had 
achieved success in LCM Grade Examinations having their certificates presented to them by Maureen Maguire.  
Our 10th anniversary Mass in November was another memorable occasion, and we were delighted to welcome 
back Cór Loch Lao to sing during the Mass.  The climax of the year was the 10th anniversary Christmas concert in 
St. Mary’s CBGS, detailed above.  Well done to everyone who made the year so successful, including members & 
their families, and also the many friends and musical & dancing colleagues that we have had the privilege of 
working with during the year.  Don’t forget that all the above events are fully covered in the photo galleries on the 
LLTMS website. 

 
 


