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Seniors in Concert  at  Belfast  City Hall  
The evening of Friday September 29th was a busy one for LLTMS Senior musicians.  A small group provided background 
music for a wedding reception in QUB main building, and at the same time a larger Senior group was in Belfast City Hall 
providing background music for a large dinner of cardiologists.  Both groups joined at 9:00pm in City Hall to give a short 
concert for the dinner guests, and we were delighted to welcome the Norney School of Dancing to join us for the concert.  
Much positive feedback was received from the dinner guests and we would like to thank the Senior musicians and dancers who 
worked tremendously hard during the evening. 

 
Monthly Mass Performances 
The monthly Mass performances in St. Michael’s Church have resumed on the last Sunday of every month.  This is a good 
example of our essential work in the community and is very well received by the priests and parishioners of St. Michael’s.  A 
small team of LLTMS regulars have been supporting this monthly event for a number of years and new players are invited.  
Players meet in St. Michael’s at 10:30am on the last Sunday of the month (unless otherwise advised) and Mass follows at 
10:45am.  Email info@lochlao.com if you would like to take part. 
Performance in Balmoral Hotel  
We have been asked to provide background music during a major event in The Balmoral Hotel on Saturday October 7th.  A 
group of seven Senior musicians will be needed for this, to provide music between 7:00pm and 8:00pm.  The event is an awards 
ceremony to mark the achievements of young people from the Poleglass and Twinbrook areas.   
Concert  on November 4th 
We have been asked to present a concert in aid of the St. Anne’s parish St. Vincent de Paul group.  We are pleased to do this 
and the concert will take place on Saturday November 4th in the magnificent St. Anne’s Parish Centre.  Details will be emailed 
to members during October. 

 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
Our tenth anniversary Mass will take place in St. Michael’s Church on Finaghy Road North at 7:00pm on 
Sunday November 26th.  The Mass will include a performance of Aifreann Feirste, the first Irish language Mass 
setting from Belfast, which was composed by LLTMS Musical Director Patrick Davey.  Aifreann Feirste will be 
sung by Cór Loch Lao, Belfast’s only Irish language choir, who will be accompanied by LLTMS Senior 
musicians.  We are delighted to be working with Cór Loch Lao again following our joint concert in An 
Chultúrlann in June.  All current and past members of Loch Lao will be invited to attend the Mass as this will 
be a very significant event in our tenth anniversary year.  Our tenth anniversary concert will take place on 
Sunday December 17th at 7:30pm, in St. Mary’s Grammar School, Glen Road.  LLTMS Junior, Intermediate & 
Senior musicians will be joined by guests from The East Antrim Traditional Music School and the evening will 
be rounded off by top local band Craobh Rua.  LLTMS Junior & Intermediate musicians will be working on a 
new repertoire of pieces for this concert, which promises to be one of our best ever.  Looking ahead to the 
second part of our tenth year, we will be presenting guest lecture/recitals by prominent figures in the 
traditional music world, including Colum Sands, Tomás Ó Canaínn and master flutemaker Hammy Hamilton.  
We will also be delighted to present a unique event with Tommy Sands, one of Ireland’s most prominent folk 
singers, who will work with our Junior musicians in a workshop of music and song.  The whole year will round 
off in style with a tenth anniversary formal dinner.  There will be other events happening during the year, 
including social events for our younger members, so keep an eye on the website and on the monthly newsletter. 
 

LLT MS Website get t ing a Makeover 
Bronagh McCabe, our Group Co-Ordinator, is also our webmistress, and she is currently working on a totally new design for 
our website, so be sure to check it out during the coming week.  The website and email continue to be the best means of 
communicating with members so we would ask all members to check the site regularly and to check their emails at least once a 
week.  The contents of all important emails are also posted on the Members’ Updates page on the website, so it is important to 
check this page regularly as it is a useful backup to the email notifications. 

 

Flook Concert , Saturday November 18th 
There are still some places left for the above concert, which is part of the annual William Kennedy Piping Festival.  Our friends 
in The Armagh Pipers who run the festival have very kindly reserved 25 tickets for us at a much reduced rate, and they have 
also generously extended the offer to any LLTMS musicians who wish to take part in any of the masterclasses or workshops 
during the festival.  Further details of The William Kennedy Piping Festival events are available from 
www.armaghpipers.com/wkpf/  We shall be running a bus to the Flook concert, departing at 5:30pm on Saturday November 
18th.  Total cost per person will be £8.00.  Email info@lochlao.com as soon as possible to reserve your tickets. 

Grade Exam Prize Night, Friday October 13th at  8:00pm 
This was a busy year for the London College of Music Grade 
Exams, with members sitting Grades 2, 4, 6, 8 and diploma 
exams.  We shall be holding a special prize night on Friday 
October 13th at 8:00pm in St. Gall’s, when those LLTMS 
members who achieved success in this year’s grade exams 
will have their certificates presented to them by Mrs. 
Maureen Maguire, wife of the late and much missed Seán 
Maguire, Ireland’s most famous fiddle player.  Members’ 
parents and other family members are also invited to the 
prize night and light refreshments will be served.  Some of 
the successful members will be entertaining the audience at 
the prize night, so it will definitely be a night not to be 
missed!  This event is part of our tenth anniversary year 
celebrations, and it could possibly become an annual event in 
the LLTMS calendar.   
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Monday 2nd 
9:15 - 11pm 

St.  Gall 's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
 

Saturday 7th 
7:00-8:00pm 

Balmoral Hotel 
Senior Group 

 
 

Monday 9th 
9:15 - 11pm 

St.  Gall 's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
 

Friday 13th 
8:00pm 

St.  Gall 's GAC 
Grade Exam 
Prize Night 

 
 

Monday 16th 
9:15 - 11pm 

St.  Gall 's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
 

Monday 23rd 
9:15 - 11pm 

St.  Gall 's GAC 
Senior Session 

 
 

Sunday 29th 
Meet 10:30am 
St.  Michael 's 

Church 
Playing at 

Mass 
 
 

Monday 30th 
9:15 - 11pm 

St.  Gall 's GAC 
Senior Session 
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LLT MS Instrument Lending Scheme 
The LLTMS has acquired a number of instruments over the 
past decade, all of which are available for free loan to 
members.  Available instruments include two flutes, two 
guitars, four bodhráns, a banjo, a concertina, a harp, two 
fiddles and a set of uilleann pipes.  Members are welcome to 
take an instrument for a period of up to three months on a 
‘try before you buy’ basis, to help them assess whether or not 
they might wish to purchase their own instrument.  If, at the 
end of a loan period, no other member has requested the loan 
of a particular instrument, the loan period may be renewed.  
LLTMS Group Co-Ordinator Bronagh McCabe will be 
supervising the instrument lending scheme so email Bronagh 
on info@lochlao.com if you are interested.  Bronagh can also 
assist with advice on arranging tuition during the loan 
period if necessary. 
 


