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Tenth Anniversary Events 
To celebrate our first decade, the LLTMS is organising a number of special events from late 2006 through to 
early 2007.  Full details of these will appear on the website soon and in the next issue of An Lon Dubh, but they 
include the following: 
A presentation night, for those members who achieved success in this yearÕs LCM Grade Exams 
A special tenth anniversary Mass on Sunday November 26th at 7:00pm, with Patrick DaveyÕs Aifreann Feirste 
A special tenth anniversary concert on Sunday December 17th, with top local band Craobh Rua 
Guest lectures/recitals by prominent musicians and instrument makers (Spring 2007) 
 

Summer Activities 
Members were certainly very busy during the Summer.  As well as taking part in the Fleadh competitions at both Provincial 
and All-Ireland levels, many members travelled to Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann to give a performance on the outdoor gig rig.  
Members also took part in this year’s Féile an Phobail, with younger members enjoying a daily lunchtime session in An 
Chultúrlann during Féile week and Senior players giving a ‘farewell’ concert prior to leaving for France – our friends from 
Derry Comhaltas joined us for this event and although the audience was smaller than we might have hoped for, the standard of 
playing of both ourselves and our guests was extremely high.  Féile week rounded off with younger members entertaining the 
visitors to the Wildlife Festival in Bog Meadows, on Saturday August 12th. 
 

Loch Lao Wows the French – Again! 
Well it seems to be getting better each year!  This year’s 
French trip was the fourth in a row and also the longest to 
date.  For the first time, LLTMS members were pleased to 
welcome the wonderful Trim the Velvet dancers to take part 
in the trip, led by Kathy O’Connor of the renowned 
O’Connor School of Irish Dancing.  The trip was packed 
with so many exciting and memorable events that we 
thought it best to let our Chairman Gerry Gorman tell us 
about it himself, so this edition of An Lon Dubh runs to two 
pages so that we can let you read Gerry’s report in full.  
Many thanks to Gerry for taking the time to do this at the 
moment.  Our Senior musicians were very nearly heading 
back to France almost immediately, following an invitation 
to perform in Paris at the start of September.  Unfortunately, 
despite the mammoth efforts of LLTMS Travel Advisor Joe 
Mulhern, it wasn’t possible to meet the invitation on this 
occasion, but the invitation stands for next year.  The fact 
that the invitation was made is a tribute to the 
professionalism of everyone involved in the French trip - 
musicians, dancers and particularly the ‘behind the scenes’ 
team who work tirelessly and quietly at all times.  Very 
many congratulations to you all! 
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Monday 4th 
9:15 -  11pm 

St. Gal l 's GAC 
Senior  Session 

 
 
 

Monday 11th 
9:15 -  11pm 

St. Gal l 's GAC 
Senior  Session 

 
 
 

Monday 18th 
9:15 -  11pm 

St. Gal l 's GAC 
Senior  Session 

 
 
 

Fr i day 22nd 
7:15 -  9pm 
Cul tœr lann 

Fami ly Session 
 
 
 

Sunday 24th 
Meet 10:30am 
St. M i chael 's 

Chur ch 
Playi ng at 

Mass 
 
 
 

Monday 25th 
9:15 -  11pm 

St. Gal l 's GAC 
Senior  Session 

 
 
 

Fr i day 29th 
TWO Senior  

Events 
Detai l s w i l l  be 

Emai l ed to 
Senior  

member s 
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WELCOME TO THE TENTH YEAR OF LOCH LAO 
Yes, it’s true.  Loch Lao has been going for ten years.  Actually it’s been a bit longer, because we should 
remember that our good friend Éamann Ó Faogáin had got things up and running a good few years before we 
did.  But if we take 1996 as our own start date, then this year we celebrate our first decade.  The first meeting 
of the new Loch Lao group took place on Saturday September 7th 1996 in An Chultúrlann, when a group of 
young musicians, directed by Patrick Davey, met at 2:00pm for a session of traditional music; a photo taken on 
this historic occasion may be viewed in the Archive of the website.  At that time we operated as a branch of 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, continuing the previous arrangements set up by Éamann.  This situation 
continued until November 2004 when we decided to set up independently as The Loch Lao Traditional Music 
Society, securing charitable status at the same time thanks to the efforts of our Chairman at the time Mr. Joe 
Mulhern.  Our first season, 1996-97, was a busy one, with monthly sessions and a range of other events 
including guest masterclasses and recitals given by some of the top musicians in Ireland, funded by Belfast City 
Council under the Making Belfast Work initiative.  December 1996 saw us present our first Christmas Concert, 
on Sunday December 22nd, when musicians from other Comhaltas branches joined us for a festive celebration of 
music & song in An Chultúrlann.  In 1997 we started working to produce our first CD, which appeared during 
1998.  That got us well and truly off the ground and the rest, as they say, is history! 

 

William Kennedy Piping Festival 
Our friends The Armagh Pipers have sent us details of this 
year’s William Kennedy Piping Festival, and these have 
already been emailed to members.  LLTMS members 
travelled to the WKPF last year after the Armagh Pipers 
generously arranged a great value group booking for us for 
The Chieftains concert.  This year they have offered to do the 
same for the Flook concert on Saturday November 18th.  
They have kindly allocated 25 tickets to us for this so if you 
would like to take advantage of this great opportunity to see 
and hear one of the most innovative bands performing today, 
please email your interest to info@lochlao.com immediately.  
As we anticipate this being very popular among LLTMS members, 
tickets will be reserved on a first come, first served basis, with 
bookings being taken strictly by email only.  The Armagh Pipers 
have also very generously offered LLTMS members a 
discount on classes and workshops during the WKPF.  
There are many exciting classes and workshops taking place 
during the festival and further details of these, and all other 
WKPF events, may be found on The Armagh Pipers’ 
website: www.armaghpipers.com/wkpf/  
We are very grateful to The Armagh Pipers for their 
generosity. 
 

An Lon Dubh 
Apologies for the late arrival of this edition of An Lon Dubh.  This was due to unforeseen circumstances.  It had also been our 
intention to revamp the website to promote our tenth year celebrations but hopefully this will happen in time for the October 
edition of the newsletter. 
Unwell Members! 
We would like to wish our Group Co-Ordinator Bronagh McCabe, our Chairman Gerry Gorman and Senior member Geordie 
Barnes a speedy recovery following recent illness.  The many messages of support and encouragement we received from 
members were very much appreciated. 
September 2006 Events 
The list of this month’s events is provided as usual.  Please note that the Family Session will take place one week earlier than 
normal, on Friday September 22nd.  This is due to the Senior players having two commitments on Friday 29th, the expected 
date of the Family Session.  Three events on one night were deemed too many for us to cope with! 
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A Report from the LLTMS Trip to France, August 11-21 2006 
 
By Mr. Gerry Gorman, Chairman LLTMS 
 
France Ô06 will long be remembered by the vast majority of those who were fortunate enough to be on the trip as probably the best ever. 
 
Travel arrangements were excellent, most people used the Aircoach to Dublin and everyone arrived in plenty of time.  The flight 

to Lyons and the journey to our base at St.Julien Les Oixeaux was trouble free.  St.Julien, which is just outside Manosque, is a large 
hostel-like complex which caters for several hundred people, musicians, dancers and young promising athletes from 
Nice/Marseilles region. 

 
Our accommodation was more than adequate, two people sharing a room with a shower and the range of food available was 

excellent and included two cooked meals each day with a full range of side salads, pastas, fruit etc. and a typical French breakfast. 
 
As usual we visited a variety of locations in the area, mostly villages where several hundred locals gathered for the night’s 

entertainment, which also included a meal.  Mont Furon was probably most peoples’ favorite, a small quiet sleepy little village with 
panoramic views for miles, we met a lot of very nice people here, including some English families who followed us around to 
several other gigs. 

 
We were approached on a number of occasions during our gigs by people interested in our show and on our return home 

discovered that an American friend had tried to organize a Paris trip for us, unfortunately it failed at the last minute but there is an 
invitation for next year.  This does give some idea however of the quality of our show and how well it was received. 

 
We played in the huge newly built amphitheatre in Manosque and presented our own show which was televised locally.  

However on the big night when all the groups came together to play and for presentations, guess what?  We were rained off.  It 
spoiled the finale to a wonderful few days in Manosque where we met and made friends with people from all over the world, as you 
will see from the photographs on the gallery page on the website.  There were Poles, Slovaks, Peruvians and Congolese, it was all a 
brilliant experience and we got particularly well with the Slovaks who were very similar to ourselves with musicians and dancers. 

 
The second phase of our trip brought us to the Gannat region where Máire has a special friend.  The experience here was mixed.  

Unfortunately the weather interrupted our performance in Chalet Montagne, where there was an enormous electrical storm and 
we had to abandon the stage and head for the Church.  Yes!  Like true professionals, although minus our dancers, Loch Lao gave an 
outstanding performance in the most beautiful church in the town square.  The sound of the acoustic instruments was magnificent 
and people remained behind long after the performance talking and buying CDs. Oh!  Did I forget to mention the CDs? Patrick 
often does, well God bless Deirdre, Margaret and Pauline, they worked so hard but with outstanding results, in total we made over 
€2000 on our CDs.  Enough to pay for next years trip? We stayed that night with lovely families and good friendships again were 
made.  Commentry, near Gannet, proved to be one of the highlights of the trip.  We had great accommodation again in a school 
dormitory-type complex and the food was just brilliant.  Our guests welcomed us at a special reception at lunchtime in the town, 
with all the usual local dignitaries, brass bands etc. and we had a very relaxing day at the market. 
 

We played at a very grand newly built theatre near Commentry, which was very high tech and state of the art.  Joe has this one 
on video and I hope it sounds as good as it did live on the night.  We brought the house down. 
 

Our final venue, which was quite a drive away, but no one seemed to mind such was the euphoria of the previous nights 
performance, was a little village named Thorigmy were the welcome was simply tremendous.  I was astounded when I saw the 
arena in which the concert was to take place, a huge field with rows and rows of tables and benches and a massive stage at one end 
of the field.  I was told they were expecting over 3000 people for the evening show and this is exactly what happened.  I have never 
experienced a show like it.  The crowd response was magnificent, especially at the evening show, and the musicians and dancers 
responded accordingly.  The festivities ended with a fireworks display and we all retired to bed happy and tired and looking 
forward to an early morning rise 4am. 

 
I would commend the behavior and example set by the older seniors Christine, Gemma, Kimberly and Susan who worked so hard 

at arranging and changing sets to suit the programs.  Without Cathy and Patrick and the huge amount of preparatory work that 
went on none of this would have been possible.  I have already mentioned the CD ladies who also performed the very necessary 
caring role with such a huge group I should mention also Eamonn, Tom and myself, bit players really but somehow we found 
things to do to help things run smoothly. 
 

Of course I have left the best wine to the end, Chateau Joe Mulhern, what would we do without him, Joe’s organisation was 
superb, he worked tirelessly throughout the trip, which meant burning the midnight oil on occasions, I hope that people now 
realise how much work Joe puts in.  Go raibh maith agat Joe. 

 
Mr. Gerry Gorman 
Chairman, LLTMS 
   

 
DONÕT FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE FRANCE Õ06 PHOTOS ON THE WEBSITE GALLERY, 

AND EMAIL YOUR PHOTOS TO US SO WE CAN INCLUDE THEM TOO! 
 

ht tp:/ / www.l ochlao.com/ gal l er y/  
i nfo@lochlao.com 

 


